LESSON A.2 - PART1

EVERYDAY GREETINGS
57 A4 a){&E MEITIAN DE WENHOU
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LESSON A.1 REVISION

Construct words/phrases from the below characters:

9
1@: “ hao ma
ni 1}& ﬂ
shuo ying
. S
Xi_é R sy wénhua
huan zhongwén
zh;EgEIgué @S
?_, = putonghua
pin yin
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HELLO...

{iR%f

ni hao *

1RUF

nin hao

B Lur

zaoshang hao

Note: for two 3rd tones in a row, change the first one to 2nd tone
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hello
(respectful)

hey

(only for phone call)

good morning
(Lit. morning good)
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..AND GOODBYE

BAR I

mingtian jian

—=N

. 00N

y1 hui jian*

BH ==
= xE

man zou

Note: for — (yi), change the tone to 2nd tone when preceding 4th tone.
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goodbye

(Lit. again see)

see you
tomotrrow

(Lit. tomorrow see)

see you
soon

(Lit. onseerersoment

take care

(Lit. slow walk)
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LESSON A.2 - PART 2

PINYIN (SEMI-VOWELS)
H== PINYIN
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SEMI-VOWELS

® When the finals i, u, i (and their compounds such as ia, uang, liang) are not
preceded by an initial, they are called semi-vowels.

e Semi-vowels functions as initials, but their spelling changes as shown

u—yu
i = yiwheniis by itself

u — wu when u is by itself
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SEMI-VOWELS

Final Change to Initial Pronunciation gl Final Change to Initial Pronunciation

-ia ya ya -ua wa wah

-ilang yang yahng -uan wan wahn

-ing ying eeng
-llan yuan ywan
yewn

Note: All pronunciation should be said as one syllable
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SEMI-VOWEL

® When i follows j-, g-, or x- in a syllable, it changes to u, as in these examples:

ju — juan, jue, jun
qu — quan, que, qun

XU— Xuan, Xue, Xxun
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LESSON A.2 - PART3

PRONUNCIATION
2 == FAYIN

Protected by Copyright © Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery




USE PINYIN TO PRONOUNCE CHARACTERS

@ Many words in Chinese are made up of more than one sound.

® You tell where each sound ends and each new sound begins by using the initials
as markers.

Example: xiobngmao as pronunciation for "panda”

X xiéng

.

- = -
mao Bt

\

\ \
Initial for the 1st Initial for the 2nd
character "bear" character "cat"
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CLASSROOM EXERCISE A.2 - PRONOUNCING WORD IN A ROW

@ Once you have grasped saying single-sound words with tones,

try to put a few together.

1+1
2+2
3+3 — 2+3
4+4
1+4
4+2
3+4
1+2
1+2+2
4+2+2
3+1+4

faiji

yinhang
nihao
zaijian
chifan
miantiao
gangbi
hécha
yingguoreén
waiguorén

chaojidan
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Chinese Word English

Y| airplane
R1T bank

R4t Hello!

B good-bye
AV to eat a meal
E1kS noodles
B HK dollar
B drink tea
AEIPN British person
SMEIA Foreigner
KIS EE omlette
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APPENDIX - PINYIN CHEAT SHEET

L —

g- chee wah
z- dzeh -ang ahng -ilang yahng -uan wahn

h- chir -ing eeng -u

-Uan ywan

-ong awng yewn
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CULTURE - NO MORE SAYING “NI HAQ

@ Myth: Chinese people say “ni hdo” in all occasions, just as one says "hello” to
each other.

e Reality: Chinese people only say “ni hao” when they meet a new person. When
they speak to a familiar person, they use other warmer greetings such as “have

you eaten?” "Iz 7% A" (chile méiydu).
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CULTURE: MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL

¢*K+I— h — o= 00 -
T zhongaqiu jié
Originated from the worship of the full moon j# B (manyué)
which is an auspicious symbol of harmony and luck, it falls on

the 15th day of the 8th lunar month. In 2023, itis on the 29%th
September.

® Activity: family reunion, similar to Thanksgiving Day. Usually,
Chinese people put food and fruits on the table towards the
moon, praying for luck.

» Food: mooncake A1 (yuébing) - made from red bean or lotus
seed paste centred with salted duck egg yolk. Hence, itis also
fondly called Mooncake Festival.

Chinese Folklore

® Chinese folklore has long held the rabbit &2+ (tuzi) as a symbol
of rebirth that is commonly taken to represent the moon.

@ The markings of the moon are said to look like a rabbit holding
a mortar and pestle.

e This noble moon rabbit is believed to be a companion of moon
goddess Chang'e. Therefore, the rabbit is another symbol that
is associated with the festival.
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