LESSON A.3 - PART1

CHINESE CHARACTERS
X =2 HANZI
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LESSON A.2 REVISION

Construct words/phrases from the below characters:

. EJ; B2 of
zaoshang T hio
méiyou
]
wen
B X i
ming tian jién
ulzT Zal ﬂ?é
chile hou
e
el
12 HE I =
man xiong mao
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TWO STYLES

® There are two forms of written Chinese:

1. Traditional characters - used in most Chinese-speaking countries outside
mainland China, e.g. Hong Kong, Taiwan and Macau

2. Simplified characters - predominantly used in mainland China

Traditional

L

Simplified
I
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FOUR TYPES

® There is no really easy way to learn characters. Each one needs to be memorised.
However, you can try to picture it.

Pictograph

The character
mimics the

real object

wood/tree

— The character
is a portrait of
— an idea
two

Ideograph

Combination

Put pictographs

or ideographs
together to
create new

fO rest character

Combine sound and meaning
sound meaning new character
JC + - = "
yuan to walk quickly far
v + O = H
yuan enclosure garden

Phonograph
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BASIC STROKES

e Each character is made up of a set of
strokes.

® These strokes are always written in the
same manner

e Following the rule of where to start
and where to end would make it
easier in learning new characters.

Practice makes perfect!

- —
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STROKE ORDER

® Chinese writing emphasizes on a smooth movement.

® There are guidelines to help users but they are not fail-safe. It all depends on
what looks best or which order minimises blobbing when scholars are using

brushes and ink to write.

General rules:

® From top to bottom
@ From left to right
@ From outside to inside

® From middle to sides
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LESSON A.3 - PART 2

ESSENTIAL CONVERSATION
EL 7S %31E JIBEN DUIHUA
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FEW ESSENTIAL WORDS

jiao

= \\
=%

gaoxing

AR

renshi

Protected by Copyright © Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery



INTRODUCING YOURSELF

&l a?

nin jiao shénme

1E|_.| A I\ll.a\o

hén gaoxing rénshi nin

BZE.

wo yéshi
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What's your name?
(Lit. you call what)

Very pleased to meet
you.

Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery



SORRY

XA iEe
duibuqi

52Nz = | don't

understand

wo bu mingbai

IREE Please repeat
qing chongfu

A~ 3158 You are

welcome
bi’ybng Xié* (no need for thanks)

Note: for 4~ (bu), change the tone to 2nd tone when preceding 4th tone.
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HOW'S IT GOING?

BALTE?

zénme yang

118

blucuo*

DORE

mamahaha *

f2E |

zhén bang

Note: for 4~ (bu), change the tone to 2nd tone when preceding 4th tone.

For a series of 3rd tones, change all the former ones to 2nd
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How's it going?
(Lit. How is it like)

Not bad

So-so
(Lit. horse horse tiger tiger)

Awesome!
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SPEAKING MANDARIN?

REIREIENIS? Can you speak
English?

ni hui shué yingyi ma?

FAILA,

wo kéyi *

hA\\ M\ I\
IR E BIEN8? Can you speak Mandarin?

ni hui shuo putonghua ma?

— =L

yidian er *

Note: for a series of 3rd tones, change all the former ones to 2nd tone.
For — (yi), change the tone to fourth tone when preceding a 3rd tone

Protected by Copyright © Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery



FEW COMMON WORDS

To be = (shi)

@ In English, “to be” change forms with the subject, i.e.

" n

am” "we are” "he is” etc. In Chinese & (shi) does not
change with the subject.

B>

_tobe [l nottobe

It also means "yes”. % ;I\ ZEE

@ Itis skipped in front of an adjective.

@

® Negative: add not A~ (bu) in the front. R R R
e Example: He is Chinese ftt2H[E A (ta shi zhonggud rén) shi bu shi
To have &

® An informal and straightforward way to talk about
ossession is to use the expression &, meaning have or

not to have

as. N
® Negative: add not j& méi in the front. ﬁ ;Q
® Example: He has money i B % (ta you gién) yvu méi yéu

Of /Y

® A common possessive particle is BY, meaning of or ’s.
@ It can be skipped sometimes to simplify the sentence. “

® When this is put at the end, it becomes an adverb,
i
de

meaning truly or really.
e Example: My home FHIZ (w6 de jia)
e Example: Really delicious! R¥FIZEI! (hén hao chide)
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CULTURE - CHINESE DIALECTS

Why Mandarin?

® China has the biggest population in the world - 1 .3 billion people.

@ Itis home to a multitude of languages and dialects - over 200!

® There are 3 major languages spoken in China:

Mandarin, Shanghaiese, and Cantonese

® Mandarin has more native speakers than any other language in the world.

@ Chinese people learn Mandarin too. ltis studied like a foreign language class,
to use for speaking with non-locals in China.

® Mandarin is easier than Cantonese which has at least 8 tones!
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CULTURE - HOW TO DESCRIBE CHINESE LANGUAGE

Zhongwén X "The Chinese Language"

e There are several ways to refer to the Chinese language:

1. Zhongwén X - originally referred to the written Chinese language but
now generally also includes spoken Chinese

2. Hanyu jXiE - a more precise term which covers both the spoken and the
written Chinese

3. Zhonguéhua H[EF - a colloquial term for spoken Chinese

4. Guoéyu [E1E - national spoken Chinese designated by the government in
1919. Taiwan has continued to use this till today

5. Putonghua &&if - the official name for "Mandarin" since the
establishment of the People's Republic of China PRC in 1949
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COLLOQUIAL - HORSE

® There are many ways to use “horse” as a
colloquial expression in Mandarin.

e Quite often there is a sense of urgency.

5 3! S !

wo mashang dao* | |wo mashang zuo!*

e The shape of a potato
looks like a horse bell and
thenceforth the Chinese
name was adopted.

S O = S O (horse horse tiger tiger)

DDER

mamahuha *

ORE

malingshu

® The above idiom has two
meanings: 1. very
careless; do not do things

seriously. 2. just passable.

— —

Note: for a series of 3rd tones, change all the former ones to 2nd tone.
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CLASSROOM EXERCISE A.3 - CHINESE CHARACTER

Can you guess the modern Chinese character from the oracle
bone drawing:

O,

M

1

2

L]

A

X

2}

rén ri shan | quan yue yang shi gui
person/ hill/ moon/ h?g/ turtle/
sun/day : dog sheep swine/ .
human mountain month big turtoise
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