LESSON A.4

NUMBERS
ENE SHUZI
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LESSON A.3 REVISION

Construct words/phrases from the below characters:

55 o
mama hen N hihd
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yang 7<
xin
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yi zénme mingbai wWeén
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@ Learning numbers will enable you to learn
months and days of the week too in Chinese.
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Two simple rules

1. For 10 to 20, add the numbers after "ten" +. Apply the same for 20 to 30, 30 to 40 etc.

2. For 10x increments, insert the number before "ten" .

Arabic Chinese Pinyin Method

12 é"§: shi'er add — after 1,i.e. 10 + 2

1B HE shisn addSafertie10+3
19 -I-j'l, shijit add N, after +,i.e. 10+ 9

20 ZH o eshi insert Tbeforetiie2x10
o5 _ ‘|'§:FI arshiwii :.r:ezrtx 1:Ob-l_efsore +, add f after T,
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100 PLUS

® Same rules apply here...

“ m 10,000 1,000,000 100,000,000 1,000,000,000

=] + h BA 14 TMZ

bai qian wan baiwan yi shi'yi
Arabic Chinese Pinyin Method
150 —B At yibai wishi insert — before B, insert & before +,i.e. 1 x 100 + 5x 10
5,500 wiiqian wiibsi insert A before F, insert A before H,i.e.5x1,000+5 x
h+AhB8 q 100
.. D insert fA before /3, insert i before F,i.e.5 x 10,000 + 5 x
55,000 hARAF wiwan wigian '

insert = before B A, insert i+ between B and /3, i.e. 3 x

3,500,000 =BAThA sanbdi wiishi wan 000,000 + 50 x 10.000

. Lo P insert 4 before F /3, insert —_+ between F and A, i.e. 4 x
40,200,000 AU+=—+5 sigian ershi wan 10,000,000 + 20 x 10,000

_ o . insert 4 before F7, insert =B between F and /5, i.e. 4 x
43,000,000 N+=8hk sigian sanbdi wan 10.000.000 + 300 x 10.000
1,300,000,000 =12 shisan yi insert = before 1Z, i.e. 13 x 100,000,000

Protected by Copyright © Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery



THINK LIKE THE LOCAL

Two

® Number 2 is —, but is quite often replaced by

M liang when saying "two of something".

Example: two guests FI{\LE E lidng weéi jiabin ﬁ
® However, in counting, — is used instead. i3
- Ian
Example: 1 as twenty two 9

Twenty and thirty

e Number 20 is —, but it is quite often replaced Thirty

by TT in writing only (the character resembles two

T together). Itis still pronounced as — érshi. 'u' H

@ Similar token for 30 #Ht which resembles three +
together. ershi sanshi
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ADVANCED - ONE EXCEPTION

Tone Change for One

® Y1 as first tone

@ when used in isolation, e.g. yi (one)

e atthe end of a word or phrase e.g. si'yi (eleven)
® Yi as second tone

® when preceding fourth tone, e.g. yi liang ché (one car)
e Yi as fourth tone

@ when preceding all the other 3 tones, e.g. yibén shi (one book), yitéu nid
(one cow)

e if unsure, simply use first tone
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ADVANCED - WHO CAME FIRST

Ranking/Position

@ In English, one adds suffix such as "th" to the number to express ranking or
position. In Chinese, simply add 58 in front of the numbers.

“ e No. 1 or "First" di yi B—
%" e No. 2 or "Second" di ér B
di e No. 3 or "Third" di san £=
e No.9 or "Ninth" di jit BN
® "Last" zuihou 8% /3 (literally very last)

e Colloquial alternatives for first and last:

"Head" tdu 3k versus "Tail" wéi &

"Front" gian B versus "Last" hou |5
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CULTURE - SUPERSTITIONS ABOUT CERTAIN NUMBERS

P

® 4 is a bad omen as its pronunciation (si)
is similar to si & which is death.

@ 8 is lucky as its pronunciation (ba)

resembles fa & which means becoming
rich.
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CULTURE - 10,000 /5

e J3(wan)is 10,000, a common benchmark unitin Chinese numbers. ,;
® J— (wan yi) is often used to convey “just in case” or “by chance”.
53— | o For example 8 (firdi), F—BAE R E LR A IRXHTZIR! (wan yTwé yéu bixing,

rang wo géi ni zhé zhang caipiao ba!) In case | have ill fate, let me give you this

wan yi lotto ticket.

Halloween

hZET

wansheéngjié

T— —

e Halloween is known as 52T (wansheéngjié) (literally
10,000 saints' festival, aka all saints). Pumpkin EJT
(nangua) takes the centre stage of celebration.

e Alternatively, many Chinese observes the Hungry
Ghost Festival & =73 (yd lan jié) or PITT (zhdng
yuan jié) which falls on the 15th July per lunar
calendar. On that day, the deceased/zombie {&F
(jiangshi) are believed to visit the living.
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CLASSROOM EXERCISE A.4 - PHONE NUMBER

® Work with the person next to you, ask and give phone number:

Telephone number Mobile number

TR S5 FHLSH3

dianhua haoma shouji haoma

A. What’s your phone number?

B EIESBRH A2

nin de dianhua haoma shi shénme?

B. My mobile number is......

BRFINSBEE

wo de shouji haoma shi
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CLASSROOM GAME: EE 53 X% BIN GUO YOUX]

® Your tutor will assign each a random table and call out each number by random.
e All players check if that number appears on their card. If it is, mark it with a cross. When a player .
has 5 marked numbers in a row, column, or diagonal, he or she calls out E& (bin gud).
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