LESSON A.5

CALENDAR
H /7 RILI
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LESSON A.4 REVISION

Construct words/phrases from the below characters:

= &
B = :
Zui - if’_l. hua
=] =]
bai hou
z)
EE. ma
dian =
hao .
yi o
¥
shou
N + Jal -
shu shén wan ;
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DAYS OF THE WEEK

® In Chinese, simply add the number after "week"
F£HH to indicate the days of the week. This is m

different from English which uses "day" as suffix.

® Sunday is a special day and has its own character. E'

Add H "sun" (predictably) or X"sky" after "week" xingql'
to become Sunday.

DEYY Chinese Pinyin

Monday =) xingqiyi

Tuesday EH— xingqi'er

Wednesday EH= xingqisan

Thursday BHAPT xingqisi How to say 2
Friday EHH xingqiwu weeks?
Saturday EHA7S xingqiliu

Sunday EEAH/E8AK xingqiri / xingqitian

Weekend EES zhoumo
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WHICH DAY?

HER | | &K AR | | BX

zuotian jintian mingtian meitian
What day is it today? SREEHN?
jintian shi xingqi ji
Today is Tuesday. SREEH",

jintian shi xingqi'er

On which day is the Chinese class be held?  Bf—X_LH3R?
na yitian shang zhongwén ké
Every Tuesday. BEH_,

méi xingqi'er
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MONTHS

® Simply add the number before "month" A to
indicate the months of the year.

Month Chinese Pinyin

January —HA yiyue

February —_H eryue

March =B sanyue .
April W= siyueé yue
May Fal = wuyue

June 75 H liuyue

July tH qlyue How to say 3
August J\B bayué months?
September B jidyue

October +B shiyueé

November +—8 shiyiyué

December +_—H shi'eryue
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WHICH WEEK/MONTH?

1288/ B? nage xingqi/yué?

| Lestweek
=31

shang geé xingqi

MvPAY —
X EHA
zheé geé xingqi

T EH

xia gé xingqi

_ Lestmonth
1R

shang geé yueé

Sr /N
X1 H

zheé ge yue

_ Nextmonth
NN

xia geé yue

hETEM—X?
X1 ANEE—X.

What date is Hallowen?
The last day of this month.

wansheéngjié shi na yitian
zhége yué de zuihou yitian

Protected by Copyright © Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery



WHAT DATE IS IT TODAY?

SKREJLS? jintian shi ji hao?

l

ri hao
@ In Chinese, the year goes first, then the month, then the day. This follows a
simple Chinese grammatical rule: from general to specific.

e A year is stated digit by digit, followed by the word .

Friday, 2nd March 2008
—_EF/IN\F=H_ZHZEHH (also written as 2008 FF=—H _HEHIH)
erlinglingba nian sanyué érri xingqiwtu

«
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
£ HMRE shéngri kuailé

ﬂj-{ E’\JEE E TKEEI]BB%? When is your birthday?

v — ‘ ~ v 0= (Your birthday is which day?)
ni de shéngri shi n3 tian = :

g AR 28N, | (.

wo de shéngri shi zhége xingqiliu

ﬁﬁ E"] HjE E /E\HZEE}-IJ%? What is your date of

birth?
ni de chushéng riqi shi ji hao

Saturday

My

N = | |

?‘ZE"JH:IIEE,E\H/TE1 993358%9?0 date of birth is 9th August
wo de chishéng riqi shi 1993

yijitjitisan nian ba yuée jiti hao
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CLASSROOM EXERCISE A.5 - BIRTHDAY

e Work with the person next to you, ask and give your birthday:

A. In what year were you born?
{REM—FLE?

ni zai na yi nian chushéeng

B. | was born in......
®1E EHAE,
wo zai nian chashéng

A. When is your birthday?
fReYE HZ2MR?

ni de shengri shi na tian

B. My birthday is ......
BIVEHZE o

wo de shengri shi
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ADVANCED - DESCRIBING WEEKS

Three ways to describe week

e Apart from 28f, there are two other
alternatives.

e [& zhou, e.g. [E—, A, A= for Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday. The only way to
describe weekend is [El7RK zhoumao.

o 1L} libai, e.g. LFEFE—, fLFFEZ, fLFF = for

Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday. *L ¥$

libai

Protected by Copyright © Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery



ADVANCED - POSITION

Upper and Lower

® These two Chinese characters are
almost reverse of each other.

e Justimagine the horizontal line as a
table surface

Middle or Centre

® This character is easy to remember.
Just imagine to cut through a cake
in the middle, or draw a dividing
line on a football field
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CULTURE - SOLAR CALENDAR VS LUNAR CALENDAR

® Like much of the world, China uses the solar calendar [H[:H
(yangli), based on the earth's rotation around the sun in 365 days.

e But the dates of traditional Chinese holidays are determined by N{)ﬁ%N
the lunar calendar fR[# (yinli), based on the moon's rotation
around the earth in 29 or 30 days with 12 months a year, for a | '. . ) , ‘

total of 354 days. This is also commonly known as R[5 (néngli)
which literally means farmer's calendar. ‘ ' (

® Chinese solar calendars usually have the lunar calendar
information in small print. The elder generation religiously follow
lunar calendar to celebrate birthday, wedding and special
occasions. Sadly this is less a practice for the younger generation.
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CLASSROOM GAME: 2 52 5% 3% BIN GUO YOUX

e Your tutor will assign each a random table and call out each word by random.
e All players check if that word appears on their card. If it is, mark it with a cross. When a player
has 5 marked words in a row, column, or diagonal, he or she calls out E8 (bin gud).

=R $X A

%X % AR

N\B mA £

Y m= |58
gl== na -5
ne +=+8
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