
SEASON AND TIME  
季节和时间 JÌJIÉ HÉ SHÍJIĀN

LESSON A.6 
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LESSON A.5 REVISION
Construct words/phrases from the below characters:
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⽉月 
yuè

昨 
zuó

万圣 
wànshèng

⽣生⽇日 
shēngrì

年年 
nián

⼀一天 
yītiān    

⼆二零零⼋八 
èrlínglíngbā  

⼀一 
yī  

最后 
zuìhòu   

节 
jié

星期 
xīngqí 

快乐 
kuàilè  下个 

xià gè     

天 
tiān      



SEASON
In Chinese, each season is represented by one character based on 
pictograph.  

Spring is blessed with warm sun.   

Summer is heat up with double sun.   

Autumn is time for harvest and celebration with bonfire. 

Winter starts to snow. 
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春       
Spring

chūn

Summer WinterAutumn

夏       
xià

秋      
qiū

冬       
dōng

Season

季节       
jìjié
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Apart from 春夏秋冬, there are two other alternatives. 

Add 天 "sky" or add 季 "season".  All three ways are equally common, although 
the last sounds more formal.

Spring Summer WinterAutumn

春天     
chūntiān

夏天       
xiàtiān

秋天       
qiūtiān

冬天      
dōngtiān

春季        
chūnjì

夏季       
xiàjì

秋季       
qiūjì

冬季       
dōngjì

THREE WAYS TO DESCRIBE SEASONS
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TELL THE TIME

Add 点 to a number to say 
"o'clock". 

Add 点半to say "half past". 

Add however many minutes 分 to 
make other times.
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点       
o'clock

diǎn

half past minutes

点半       
diǎn bàn

分      
fēn

七点半 
qī diǎn bàn

三点 
sān diǎn

五点五⼗十分 
wǔ diǎn wǔshí fēn

Made with       by Wings of Dave Gallery



DURATION 6
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⼩小时      
hour(s)

xiǎoshí

minute(s) second(s)

分钟       
fēnzhōng

秒      
miǎo

1. 3 hours and 20 minutes               三个⼩小时⼆二⼗十分钟 
                                                                   sān gè xiǎoshí èrshí fēnzhōng 

2. Two and a half hours                    两个半⼩小时 
                                                                  liǎng gè bàn xiǎoshí 

3. 4 hours and 15 minutes              四个⼩小时⼗十五分钟 
                                                                  sì gè xiǎoshí shíwǔ fēnzhōng 

4. 60 seconds                                      六⼗十秒 
                                                                  liùshí miǎo

半       
half

bàn
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个      
unit

gè



TIME OF THE DAY 7
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早上       
Early am

zǎoshàng

EveningAfternoon

下午       
xiàwǔ

晚上      
wǎnshàng

Daytime

⽩白天
báitiān

Night

夜间      
yèjiān

1. "Good morning!"               早上好！ 
                                                       zǎoshàng hǎo 

2. "Good afternoon!"            下午好！ 
        (Rarely used)                            xiàwǔ hǎo 

3. "Good evening!"               晚上好！ 
                                                      wǎnshàng hǎo 

4. "Goodnight!"                     晚安！ 
                                                      wǎn'ān

中午       
Noon

zhōngwǔ

Made with       by Wings of Dave Gallery

上午       
Morning

shàngwǔ



WHAT TIME IS IT 8
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What time is it?

What time do you finish 
work?

Now is 6:45pm.

I am off duty at 5 
o'clock.

⼏几点了了？
jǐ diǎnle

你⼏几点下班？
nǐ jǐ diǎn xiàbān

现在是下午六点四⼗十五分。
xiànzài shì xiàwǔ liù diǎn sìshíwǔ fēn

我五点下班 。
wǒ wǔ diǎn xiàbān
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HOW LONG 9
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How long is your 
lesson?

What time is your birthday 
party?

From 10am to 4pm.

你的课程有多⻓长？
nǐ de kèchéng yǒu duō cháng

你的⽣生⽇日派对⼏几点？
nǐ de shēngrì pàiduì jǐ diǎn

每周只有⼀一个⼩小时。
měi zhōu zhǐyǒu yīgè xiǎoshí

从上午⼗十点到下午四点。
cóng shàngwǔ shídiǎn dào xiàwǔ sì diǎn

Only 1 hour a week. 
(Each week only have 1 hour)
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Scenario 1:   

CLASSROOM EXERCISE A.5 - WORK, STUDY AND PLAY TIME
Working with the person next to you, ask the time of the following scenarios: 
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What time is your birthday party? 你的⽣生⽇日派对⼏几点？ nǐ de shēngrì pàiduì jǐ diǎn

From__________to_____________ 从_________到__________。 cóng________ dào___________

Scenario 2:   
What time do you go to work? 你⼏几点上班? nǐ jǐ diǎn shàngbān

I go to work at _____________ 我____________上班。 wǒ____________ shàngbān

Scenario 3:   
What time do you finish class? 你⼏几点下课? nǐ jǐ diǎn xiàkè

I finish class at ______________ 我____________下课。 wǒ________________xiàkè

Upper

上
shàng

Lower

下
xià



ADVANCED - ON THE HOUR 11
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Whole

整        
zhěng

Straight

正        
zhèng

On the hour 

Add 整 to emphasize "on the hour sharp" or "on the dot", e.g. "3 o'clock 
sharp" is  三点整 (sān diǎn zhěng). 

整 on its own means whole. 

In Cantonese, use a different character 正 to describe the same notion.

Made with       by Wings of Dave Gallery



ADVANCED - 点 DIǍN 12
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It is a very versatile word and has several meanings 

1. O’clock e.g. two o’clock sharp 兩点整 (liǎng diǎn zhěng) 

2. Little e.g. a little bit ⼀一⼩小点 (yī xiǎo diǎn), bit by bit 点点滴滴 (diǎn diǎndī dī), 
a little  ⼀一点⼉儿 (yīdiǎn er) 

3. Drop e.g. raindrop ⾬雨点 (yǔdiǎn) 

4. Point e.g. the first point 第⼀一点 (dì yī diǎn) 

5. Dot e.g. spot 斑点( bāndiǎn) 

6. Place  地点 (dìdiǎn) and attractions 景点 (jǐngdiǎn) 

7. Dessert 点⼼心 (diǎnxīn). Please note Cantonese also use 点⼼心 but it means 
dimsum which is Cantonese speciality
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哪⼀一天，哪⼀一星期，哪个⽉月，哪⼀一年年？ 
nǎ yītiān, nǎ yī xīngqí, nǎge yuè, nǎ yī nián

Three days 
ago

The day 
before 

yesterday

Yesterday Today Tomorrow
The day after 

tomorrow
Three days 
from today

⼤大前天 前天 昨天 今天 明天 后天 ⼤大后天

dàqiántiān qiántiān zuótiān jīntiān míngtiān hòutiān  dàhòutiān
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ADVANCED - WHICH DAY, WEEK, MONTH, YEAR?

Last year This year Next year

去年年 今年年 明年年
qùnián jīnnián  míngnián

Last week/
month

This week/
month

Next week/ 
month

上个星期/⽉月 这个星期/⽉月 下个星期/⽉月
shàng gè 

xīngqí/yuè
zhège 

xīngqí/yuè
 xià gè 

xīngqí/yuè
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The original pronunciation of the number “one” is “yī” 
Generally, when three or more numbers are arranged in a series, “one” can 
be pronounced as “yāo”. 

    Examples:  Phone number 911 jiǔyāoyāo 
                         Vehicle registration number KO118 KO yāoyāobā 
                         Hotel room number 110 yāoyāolíng 
                         Area & Zip Code 755. 518000 qīwǔwǔ wǔyāobālínglínglíng 

However, if it is money, year, or ID no, we are accustomed to pronouncing “yī.
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⼀一 
         

One

yī or  yāo

ADVANCED - NUMBER ONE
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CLASSROOM GAME: 宾果游戏 BĪN GUǑ YÓUXÌ
Your tutor will assign each a random table and call out each word by random. 
All players check if that word appears on their card. If it is, mark it with a cross. When a player 
has 5 marked words in a row, column, or diagonal, he or she calls out 宾果 (bīn guǒ).

春天 春天

春天

春天

春天 春天

春天

春天

冬天

冬天

冬天

冬天

冬天

冬天

冬天

冬天


