LESSON A.10

MEASURE WORDS
&15] LIANGCI
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LESSON A.9 REVISION

Construct words/phrases from the below characters:

7 5]
wei E,- iihd wen
dizhi
Z /D
duoshao A
[Hf EB shénme
.1% né'li'
qing 5‘3%
jidan je ‘
Ia] yang %’tf'
X qian
weén
3 HE EA iR —_
dianyou zénme chaofan v!fjéﬁ%’,
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STUDENT PRESENTATION

FEEIH
xuéshéeng ya

A

zuo xialai

AR 3K

xiangshou

00 Vv

njiang
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MEASURE WORDS

@ In Chinese, you can't just insert the number before an object.

® You ALWAYS need to use a medium which doe not always exist in English and has no direct
translation. This is called a measure word =17 (liangci).

e The concept is similar to “a piece of paper”, “two cups of tea”, "two plots of land", "three

pinches of salt", "two doses of vaccine", "two lots of antibiotics".

® Below example illustrates how important a measure word is:

H = 3 months

=H = March

® The most common measure word is 1*. Use it if in doubt.

(measure yPREET, people" shigé rén +1A
A~ e "5apples”  wiigépinggué HNER
geé e "1 football" yige zuqiu — T EIK
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GRAMMAR - CATEGORIZE MEASURE WORDS

@ In general, a measure word can be applied to the same category.

® For example, use R to measure animals. In terms of pictograph, R resembles head = —=
and feet.

Category MISSSRIE Example

Word
animal a 1 panda —HEEJ  y1 zhi xibngmao
room 6] 1 room —|8] [ yi jian fang
vehicle & 3 cars =% san liang ché
plant ) 5 trees R 1R wi ke shu
flower Ze 6 flowers TNIE lit duo hua
line 3 3 fish =8 san tiao yu
sheet of 4 tickets 5k EE si zhang piao
furniture ol% 2 tables MsksE+  liang zhang zhuozi
people (respectfully)  {iL 5 guests RAEUEAN wilweéi kérén
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CLASSROOM EXERCISE A.10 - MEASURE WORD

® Can you describe the frog with the corresponding measure words?

tur

I

zui

HRES
yanjing
Ak
gingwa
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SONG - FROZEN ,?Eé*E’J DONGJIE DE

Ice and Snow Destiny

IKE &5

bingxué qi yuan

<A RAIE()

méiyou jiaoyin

ZE

niihuang

BAE

wo buguan

2] 51

xiang qgian

fanzheng

h

shang
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zhege jia

IK R E 1t

bingtianxuédi

d https://vimeo.com/315216942

N

fEE g

sui ta ba

an

A E

wo yé bupa

B=E

wo liliang

PR ER

wo linghun
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https://vimeo.com/315216942

CULTURE - CHRISTMAS

® Christmas =it (shéngdan) isn't generally celebrated in China.

=3t literally means the saint'’s birth, though many Chinese are not familiar with Jesus Christ ERE§fE &
(yési jidi).

@ In China only about one percent of people are Christians, so most people only know a few things,about
Christmas. The main religions in China are Buddhism {£%} (féjiao), Chinese folklore, Taocism and
Confucianism.

e Shopping centres are decorated with Christmas lights and Santa & A (shéngdan laorén) is taking
the centre stage.

® The Christmas trees Ziit#} (shéngdanshu) that most
people would see would be in shopping centres. The
irony is that most of the world's plastic Christmas
trees and Christmas decorations are made in China.

shéengdan kuai
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CHINESE CHARACTERS AT A GLANCE
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CLASSROOM GAME: 2 52 5% 3% BIN GUO YOUX

@ Your tutor will assign each a random table and call out each word by random.
e All players check if that word appears on their card. If it is, mark it with a cross. When a player
has 5 marked words in a row, column, or diagonal, he or she calls out ER (bin gud).
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