LESSON A.9

ASKING QUESTIONS
3] 5] 25 WEN WENTI
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LESSON A.8 REVISION

Construct words/phrases from the below characters:

wpl 4= e
sichuan jié A R Jiujia
kéle
¥ -
Zao AR
158 cal
R piiu
yin — e
yI guan 4]
+ liao %‘é
N can
—" — T H 8 T
yi bei yi wan baifan zhan g
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BASIC PRINCIPLES

@ Forming a question in Chinese can be straightforward.

e In English, we move a sentence structure from subject-verb-object (e.g., He is a
policeman.) to verb-subject-object (e.g. Is he a policeman?) to form a yes/no
question. This is not required in Chinese.

@ In most cases, Chinese use interrogative pronouns at the end of a question.
They can also be found in the beginning or middle of the sentence, without a
clear cut rule.

® Question particles 15 (ma), g (ne), IE (ba) are always put at the end of a
sentence. This is further illustrated in the appendices.

e Always put pronouns (he, she, you etc) in front of a question. In one to one
conversation, “you” can be dropped.
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INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS

Interrogative Pronoun

English
What
When

Who
Whom
Why
Which
Where
How

How about

How much/
many

IIyeS_nOII
What about
...right?

Chinese Pinyin

(A
JLBS

g

shénme

ji shi

shui/ shéi *
shui / shéi *
weishénme
na

nali

rahé

zénme yang
ji duo

ma

ne

ba

Example

English

What is this?
When is dinner?
Who is he?

To whom?

Why worry?
Which one?
Where are you?
How to make it?

How about this?
How many people?

Is it?
What about him?

This is mine, isn't it?

Chinese
Xt A?
JUESIZER?
fih 2 if?
L21E?

AT LIEIL?
Ip—1?
{RTEMPER?
Q0{a] g

XM EAR?
NLZA?

203?
fthig?
XEBAIE?

zhé shi shénme
jishi chifan

ta shi shéi

géi shéi
weishénme danxin
na yige

ni zai nalf

ruhé zuo

zhége zénme yang
jiduo rén

shi ma
ta ne

zhé shi wo de ba

Note: “shéi” tends to be colloquial, common with northern accent.
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LEADING A QUESTION WITH 1518

1519]!

gingwen

i510), MIPRTEMIE?

gingwen césuo zai nali

1510, Z/DE87?

gingwen duoshao gian

150, RETITALE?

gingwén fashéngle shénme shi
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Excuse mel
(May | ask?)

Excuse me, where is
the toilet?

Excuse me, how

much is it!
(More less money)

Excuse me, what has

happened7
(Happened what matter)

Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery



ASKING ABOUT AGE

1;‘1-{ %*T? How old are you?

(informal)
ni duodale

ﬁ_l_/\uag T ) I'm alrea;::)(;.18 years

wo shiba suile

What is your father’s

’—,/\/\ L]
1’.1\‘@@)-'49 ? age? (formal)

ni baba ji sui

ﬂi]'/%\EE_I_E '-'9-' He is 35 years old this

year.

ta jinnia’n sanshiwu sui
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ASKING ABOUT NATIONALITY
(R=MPE A?

What nationality
are you?
ni shi na gué rén

BEREA,
wo shi yinggué rén
Where are you from?
1;J-<AA HBBE;E? (You from where come?)
ni cong nali lai

BkB s

wo laizi shénghéi

| come from Shanghai.
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ASKING ABOUT TIME

LR T?

ji dianle

IEI,T:EZEE_FL-I:/\_\,QIE_'_E%\O Now is 6:45pm.

xianzai shi xiawu liu dian sishiwi fén

1/_]\}-[,,“\1:{}{? What time do you finish

work?
ni ji dian xiaban

?‘K_’ _Fi)I | am off duty at 5
1\\\ .

o'clock.

wo wu dian xiaban
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ASKING ABOUT DATE

ﬂj-{ E’\JEE E TKEEI]BB%? When is your birthday?

(Your birthday is which day?)

ni de shéngri shi na tian

HAE B 2R
4 (o) S d
wo de shengri shi zhége xingqiliu aturday
ﬁj-{ E’\]E E ZEE)-L%? What isb){(,-)tl#;date of
I ;

ni de shéngri shi ji hao

HKHEHR1993F8H9S, My birthday is 9th

August 1993
wo de shéngri shi yijitjitisan nian ba yué jiu hao
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ASKING ABOUT FAMILY

B LR IHIRNS? Do have any

sibling?

you xiongdi jiémeéi ma

HE— I INF R e

elder brother and two
wo you yigé gégé hé liang gé méimei younger sisters.

ﬁ¥z¥ug? Do have children?

yéu haizi ma

ﬁiﬁﬁ?&? | don't have children.

Wo méiyou haizi
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ORDERING FOOD AND DRINKS

1m1|‘]u%1+ﬁ? What wo;rlicili/;)u like to

nimen he shénme?

?‘Zlu\g *$I]E,E ;Z}I]E_’,? | W°“'g|'é'§§§ beer,

(please = is it okay?)
wo xiang yao yi bei pijiti, hao ma

,._,J]Z{'l'ﬁ” What would (you)

like to eat?

xiang chi shénme

?‘Zlu\giggk&’f& | wold like egg fried rice.

wo xiang yao jidan chaofan
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POLITE REQUESTS

Would you please
help me?
qging nin bang bang wo, hao ma

EIEEaspith A%, 17107 | (@

address please?

qing ba nin de dianydéu dizhi géi wé hao ma

1;‘1'{7—1_2 % ;z}l]g’) Could | please have your

signature here please?
qing ni zai zhéli gianming hao ma

ﬂj-{%/\,ﬁj:]-ﬁ @F I]g? Would you mind opening

the window?

ni hui jiéyi dakai chuanghu ma
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ADVANCED - QUESTION PARTICLE N5}

15 (ma), g (ne) and NIE (ba) are used to form questions by placing at the end of a sentence.
e [I5: for asking 'yes / no questions’

e [Ig: for reciprocal questions and queries

e [IE: for tag questions

It converts statements into simple ‘yes / no’ questions, and is often the equivalent of swapping
the position of the subject and verb in English.
Examples

1. IRBHEA, (Nishizhénggudrén) You are Chinese.’

— {REREANB? (Nishi zhénggudrén ma) ‘Are you Chinese?’

2. XEAMB, (Zhé shitade) ‘This is his.

— XEMAINE? (Zhe shitade ma) ‘Is this his?’

3. WEHERK, (Tatizdqgia) ‘She plays football.

— e EEKNG? (T3 ti zdqgid ma) ‘Does she play football?’
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ADVANCED - QUESTION PARTICLE Dfg

This particle is not limited to simple ‘yes / no’ questions - it can be used to make more open
enquiries. It has two uses for forming questions:

1. Reciprocal questions

Examples
Speaker A asks {RERIFIZ? (nishénti hdo ma?) 'Are you well?',
Speaker B responds B 1RIF... (WS hén hdo...) I'm well...
and adds:
1. {ROE? (nine?) ...and you?’
2. {RYBIBNE? (ni mama ne?) ...and your mum?’
3. IRZXANE? (nijiarén ne?) ...and your family?’

2. Queries - equivalent to ‘'what about’ or ‘'what actually’ in English.

Examples
1. F&ME? (wd ne?) ‘What about me?’
2. XETAWE? (zhé shishénme ne?) ‘What actually is this?”
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ADVANCED - QUESTION AND SENTENCE PARTICLE NEE

1. Question Particle

B is used to form tag questions. These are used after a statement that the speaker thinks is correct,
but would like to confirm. This is the equivalent of adding an inverted form of the question to the
end of the sentence in English, or following a statement with “...right?".

1. {ROILNENR? (nijiao Xidowdng ba?) Your name is Xiaowang, isn't it?’
2. {RIZZEIE? (nichisu ba?) 'You are a vegetarian, right?’

3. h2EIPIR? (ta shildoshi ba?) ‘She’s a teacher, isn't she?’

4. FHIE? (dui ba?) ‘Right?”

2. Sentence Particle

IE is used to make instructions less direct. It marks and softens commands, requests and suggestions.
It turns a slightly pushy instruction into a more neutral one.

All of the below examples would still work without I, they would just be more direct.

1. BE{RIE, (wd bang ni ba.) ‘Let me help you!’

2. RANB! (kuai didn ba!) ‘Hurry up!’

3. {REKIE, (nildiba.) ‘Why don't you do it?’

4. BER)LEIE, (géi wo didn er zhi ba.) 'Can you give me some paper?”
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CLASSROOM EXERCISE A.9: QUESTION AND ANSWER SR

® Working as a pair, one asks a question and the other replies, and vice versa. -

S
1 afS

=l
weén huida
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