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LESSON B.1 - PART ]

GREETINGS AND SELF-INTRODUCTION
ARREENE
WENHOU HE ZIWO JIESHAQ
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OPENING

AK4F!

dajia hao

M A K !

huanying dajia!

HRESMEBIRREER]!

wo hén gaoxing zaici jian dao ninmen

HRARSKFEMRE!

N 00 ==

zhu dajia xinnian kuaileé
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Hello everyone!
(Lit. big family good)

Welcome you all!

I'm happy to see you
all again!

| wish you all a happy new

year!
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NO MORE SAYING “NI HAQ"

® Myth: Chinese people say “ni hao" in all
occasions, just as one says "hello” to
each other.

e Reality: Chinese people only say “ni
hao” when they meet a new person.
When they speak to somebody they
already know, they rarely say “ni hao” to
each other, but use other warmer
greetings to acknowledge familiarity.

® Culture: English people usually start a conversation with a small talk about
the weather. Often Chinese ask the other a simple question as greetings
such as "have you eaten?” "Iz 7 i&H" (chile méiydu).

e Caring: Some of the questions may sound intrusive to each other’s privacy,
but in most of the cases, you will find the Chinese cares about each other’s
welfare, which take a simple “hello” to another level.
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ALTERNATIVE OF “NI HAQ" -

® In most cases, you can skip saying "you" in a one on one

dialogue. L
I]’Z_"f& T I]g? Have eaten?
chifanle ma

E_l_lu\ A*ﬂé? How have

been recently?

zuqm zénme zang

l|\t1-|—/A I]E? What have been

up to?
(Lit. What are busy doing?)

méng shénme ne

28R ) Lpa?
qu na'er a
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ALL ABOUT ME...

AZKuF, Fell...

dajia hao, wo jiao

IS -E2 8

qing duo zhijiao

Bk BRE

wo laizi yingguo

BIEEF ) EBI1E,

wo zhéngzai xuéxi putonghua
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Hello everyone, my
name is...

| will resign myself to
your guidance!

I'm from UK.
(I come from UK)

| am learning Mandarin.

Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery



ME ME ME...

~ N/ =S SN2 D
%1ﬁ9&1g$u—,‘£‘\%ﬁlﬁ 5 | can speak English and

ey o P o A a little Mandarin.
wo hui shuo yingyu hé yidian putonghua

AP — - LI | am (this year) 32 years
BSE=1T"%, old.

wo jinnian sanshi'er sui

ﬁﬁﬁ?}%? o | have two kids.

wo you liang gé haizi

ﬁ%:-ﬂxg EE"%; o | like watching movie.

wo xihuan kan dianying
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LESSON B.1 - PART 2

PINYIN REVISITED
=z 85 38 PINYIN CHONG WEN
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PINYIN TABLE

L —

g- chee wah
z- dzeh -ang ahng -ilang yahng -uan wahn

h- chir -ing eeng -u

-Uan ywan

-ong awng yewn
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TONES

Placing Tone Mark

® In general, a tone mark is placed above the first vowel:

Example: bao, bao, bao, bao ‘

e Exceptionisi, u, or U, where the tone mark is placed above the second vowel.

‘ Example: jit, gui, yuan ‘

Neutral Tone

® Neutral tone has no tone mark, and is unstressed.

e A neutral tone always follows a major-toned syllable and never comes at the beginning of a phrase.

Example: wdmen as "we" (]

Tone Change: 3+3 — 2+3

e If a 3rd tone is followed by another 3rd tone, the first 3rd tone is pronounced as a 2nd tone although the
printed tone mark does not change:

Examples:
ni hao — ni hao "Hello! How doe you do!"
hén méi — hén méi "Very beautiful”
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TONES

e Mandarin Chinese has 4 tones & (yin) and a neutral tone.

® The tone you use when pronouncing each one-syllable word determines the meaning,.

1st tone S [ . .
5.5 % high pitch, hold flat

5
Zndtone 3 / rising from low to high
3-5 ’
3rd tone . | o N

3 - -
2.1-4 2 J ow - dipping - rising
4th tone . .

; falls from high to low
5-1 ’
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PICTOGRAPH
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shan
mountain

shui

water

niao

bird

® There is no really easy way to learn
characters.

® Each one needs to be memorised.

® However, you can try to picture it.
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CULTURE - FIST AND PALM SALUTE

e For centuries, China has prided itself on being a
State of Etiquette 1LY Z#B (I yi zhi bang).

® Even in modern China, “fist and palm salute”

F 4L (gdngshdu ) is frequently used on
traditional occasions such as Spring Festival &3
(chdnjié), wedding reception or funeral.

@ Chinese people show their respect of others
through distance, which is a contrast to the

physical closeness as usually displayed in the
West.

e Today, Chinese would usually shake hands
when meeting friends and relatives.

® Do not mistake “fist and palm salute” with “hold

fist salute” 821, (bdogquan V) which is used in HOLD FIST SALUTE
kung fu.
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CLASSROOM EXERCISE B.1 - INTRODUCING A NEW FRIEND

® Working with the person next to you, introduce him/her to the class.

What are you called? He/She is called...
{RIUtT 24?2 ft/gtny......
mingzi ni jiao shénme ta/ta jiao

How old are you (this year)? He/She (this year)....
Fi? IRSEND 772 fih/ M SE......
nianling ni jinnian ji suile ta/ta jinnian

nationality Where do you come from? He/She comes from...
E3fS R B 1T E=X? fn/gRg......
guoji ni laizi nage guéjia ta/ta laizi

HE BBt A?
gita hai you shénme
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