LESSON B.2

CHINESE ZODIAC (TWELVE ZODIAC)
—+ — 4 & SHI'ER SHENGXIAO
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LESSON B.1 REVISION

Construct words/phrases from the below characters:

R - k-7
huanying T R kan dianying
xinnian kuaile
T - AT F
mang BkB liang gé haizi
wo laizi
A
3] T 4lE? dajia
s ) wé yéu shénme ne
Xuexi
EEE
TH =g 25 putonghua
wo xihuan yinggué
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ORIGIN

teiR giyuan

e The Chinese Zodiac/Twelve Zodiac + 4% H (shi'ér shéngxiao) is based on a twelve-year
cycle, each year in that cycle related to an-animal sign.

® A zodiac system has existed in Chinese culture since the Qin dynasty, more than 2,000 years
ago M EdT (liang giannian qidn). The zodiacs originally had something to do with the worship
of animals %) (dongwu)

e Zodiac signs play an integral part in Chinese culture RE X1t (zhongguo wénhua), with
different meanings and characteristics assigned:toeach animal. This in turn gave rise to various
compatibilities (and incompatibilities) between each zodiac, and play a major role in marriage
and career decisions, fortune-telling'and more!

Legend &5 (chuanshuo)

® One legend says that the Jade Emperor & £ X7 (yu hudng da di)neededto choose 12 animals
as palace guards.

e Ox was first in line, but'Rat secretly climbed onto’its back and jumped in front of it. Tiger and
Dragon thought it was unfair, but they could only settle behind Ox. Rabbit found it unfair too. He
wanted to race with Dragon and succeeded.

e This angered Dog, who bit Rabbit.in a fit and was sent to the back as punishment. Snake, Horse,
Goat, Monkey and Rooster fought'amongst themselves as well: Boar came last as he stopped off
along the way to eat a meal!
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TWELVE ZODIAC
+_4 H shi'ér shéngxiao

boar/pig
i

zhu
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CHINESE SPRING FESTIVAL

Happy New Year Fi&FERE xinnian kuailé

@ In China, the most important holiday of the year is the one-week Chinese New Year, fondly called

ipri?g Festival &I (chdnjié). Hence, "Happy New Year” greeting can also be $i&IRF (xinchiin
uaile).

@ It begins on the first day of the first month per lunar calendar and ends with Lantern Festival ;tH

7 (yuanxiao jié) which is on the 15th day of the same month.

e In 2024, it falls on 10th February, which marks the beginning of
Year of the Dragon 15 (I6ng nian).

@ Itis the time for the whole families to get together and enjoy
delicious foods and happy times, a similar one like Christmas
holiday to the westerners.

e Red envelop/packet 41 &: héngbao (in Mandarin), lai see (in
Cantonese) is a monetary gift given out by married couples to
single people, regardless of age, or by older to younger ones.

e Lion dance £l (wd shr): bring good luck and fortune.

Congratulations on getting rich

=R

géng Xifé cai (in Mandarin)
gong héi fat choy (in Cantonese)
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NEW YEAR'S GREETINGS

L |
s WUWE= -

gongxi, gongxi

RITFHEBEARST!

zhu nin xinchdn déjl’

nE&, BRIEREITKE!

gongxi nin, wo zhu nin Iéng nian xing da yun

ld\me

nin yéshi
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Congratulations!
(meaning “best wishes”)

Wishing you huge
blessings in the New Year!

Best wishes to you. |
wish you good luck in the
Year of the Dragon!
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NEW YEAR RESOLUTION

wnaEal, d8EXK!

gongxi facai, hongbao na lai

{REFhEIRE

ni de xinnian yuanwang shi shénme

=T Aa?

B

EENTAMLZE.

2Rz,

{RIE?

wo xiwang méi gérén dou anquan, jiankang,
ni ne

wo yao qu jianshénfang,
wo xuyao jianféi

HEREESE, BHFEAAE,
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Wishing you
wealth and prosperity; give
me a red envelope!

What is your new year
resolution?

| wish peace and
(good) health to everyone.
How about you?

I'm going to
the gym. | need to lose

weight.
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NEW YEAR SONG - CONGRATULATIUNS

IJ \\

gongxi

A1

dajie

%%o'ﬁtu be/sfObtROWXQ

ad

everyone

FITA

. méi gerén

di y1 ju hua

dongtian

o | A XS =
weénnuan chunfeng dadi bingxué kan
N Z) Z /b B} LB
ting dao duoshao kunnan mo han panwang
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spring breeze ice and snow i
4

I

l
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https://youtu.be/sf0btvROwXQ
https://youtu.be/sf0btvROwXQ

NEW YEAR SONG LYRIC 1

Every street and alley
BERARHNE

méi tiao dajié xiao xiang

in everyone's mouth
BT ANIEE

méi gerén de zui li

The first word when meeting
NESE—0)1%

Jianmian di yi ju hua

just congratulations
MERERE
jiushi géngxi gongxi

Congratulations, congratulations, congratulations
to you
NREREREMY

gongxi géngxi géngxi ni ya

Congratulations, congratulations, congratulations
to you
REREREM

gongxi géngxi gongxi ni
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Winter has come to an end
ZXXRERRL

dongtian yi dao jintou

really good news
BERIAER

zhénshi hao de xiaoxi

warm spring breeze
m RN E X

wénnuan de chinféng

It will awake the land
TLEIEE A th

jiu yao chur xing dadi

Congratulations, congratulations, congratulations
to you
RERERESRIT

gongxi gongxi gongxi ni ya

Congratulations, congratulations, congratulations
to you
REREREM

goéngxi gongxi géngxi ni
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NEW YEAR SONG LYRIC 2

The vast ice and snhow melted
b=y g

hao hao bingxué rongjié

Seeing plum blossoms spilling out
ERE#EILE

yankan méihua tua rui

The long night has passed
EERREE
manman changyeé guoqu

Heard a rooster crow
0y 2| — 7S X5 I
ting dao yishéng ji ti
Congratulations, congratulations, congratulations
to you

RERERERG

goéngxi géngxi géngxi ni ya

Congratulations, congratulations, congratulations
to you
REREREM

gongxi gongxi gongxi ni
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After so much challenge
ZEZ D EME
Jjingguo duéshao kunnan

experiencing so many trials
hEZ DB
lijing duéshao mo lian

How many hearts are hopes
Z0 LI E
dudéshao xin er panwang

Looking forward to the news of spring
HEHFNER

panwang chiin de xiaoxi

Congratulations, congratulations, congratulations
to you
NENREREM
gongxi géngxi gongxi ni ya

Congratulations, congratulations, congratulations
to you
RENREREM

gongxi géngxi géngxi ni
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OTHER MAJOR FESTIVALS AN

English Chinese Pinyin Description
@ Falls on the 15th day of the first lunar month, marking the
Yuanxiao Festival end of the Chinese Spring.
— f ez eec @ Activity: enjoy beautiful lanterns of different sizes and shapes
(aka. Lantern JCE T yuanxiao jié at night.
Festival) ® Food: 7tH yuadnxido or jglE tangyudn - small dumpling balls

made of glutinous rice flour.

e Originated from the worship of the full moon (auspicious
Mid Autumn symbol of harmony and luck), it falls on the 15th day of the

8thl h.
Festival (aka FfTS  zhénggqia jié £ funar mont

. ® Activity: family reunion, similar to Thanksgiving Day.
Mooncake Festival)

e Food: A yuebing - mooncake, made from red bean or lotus
seed paste centred with salted duck egg yolk.

Duanwu Festival e It falls on the fifth day of the fifth Chinese lunar month.
(aka Dragon Boat ImF T duanwii jié e Activity: dragon-boat race.
Festival) e Food: #2F zong zi - glutinous rice wrapped with reed leaves.
The National Day of . e It falls on October 1st.

x uoqgin
China EIZS guoqing e Activity: fireworks and concerts.

Qingming Festival e It falls on one day between April 4th and 6th.

:E —+ — ” X We
(aka Tomb /" HH Lk gingming jie e Activity: offerings to ancestors.
Sweeping Day)
Chongyang = I(;caﬁztaell]sdzr; the 9th day of the 9th month of the Chinese lunar
Festival (a.ka =12 R] chéngyang jié ° Activity: climb mountains.
Double Ninth e Food: eat Chongyang cake - baked and steamed, made up of
Festival) rice flour and sugar, then decorated with jujube, chestnuts and

almonds. Drink 38 {%8 juhua jiti chrysanthemum wine.
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CULTURE - CHINESE SUPERSTITIONS

Chinese culture is rich in beliefs, customs and superstitions that vary greatly from those in
the West.

Red

® Unlucky colours: white B (bdi sé) and black £ (héi sé) are both associated with
mourning and loss.

e Happy colour: red ZI 8 (héng sé) is the colour of the national flag, and it represents
happiness. In traditional wedding ceremonies, the bride would wear a red dress. During
Spring Festival, everywhere is decorated in red.

No Sweeping at Spring Festival
® Sweeping ?Eliﬂ_’, (sdaodi) during the beginning of Spring Festival may mean sweeping R
away all the good fortune. 7 ‘t '

No Washing Your Hair on New Year’s Day
e Hair & (f3) has the same pronunciation and character as 'fa' in &1 (facéi), which means
'to become wealthy'. Hence, washing your hair is seen as "washing your fortune away".

Never giving someone a clock
e Giving a clock =¥ (song zhéng) sounds similar to “bid farewell to someone on their
deathbed"” %£& (song zhdng).

Chopstick Etiquette
® Never stick your chopsticks & (kuai zi) in a bowl of rice as this resembles the sight of
incense & (xiang) at a tomb.

Long Noodle
® Noodle H (mian) is a symbol of longevity. Hence do not cut your noodle. Keep it as
long as it can be.
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CULTURE - GIANT PANDA

KEEJH da xiongmao

® Panda is not part of 12 zodiac animals &£ H (shéngxiao). Why? In ancient times, panda was
considered as monster [Z4] (guaiwt). The elevation of panda to China’s national symbol
happened gradually only over the last century. Chinese zodiac dates back over 2,000 years.

e Do you really know pandas?

(D A giant panda weights more than 45 kilos (100
pounds), and can be about 1.5 meters (5 feet) long!

@ Giant pandas are good at climbing trees and can also
swim.

@ Pandas go from pink to black and white.

@ Pandas have carnivorous teeth, but they eat bamboo
and fruit.

® An adult can eat 12-38 kilos of bamboo per day!

® A panda can poop 28 kilos per day!

@ Pandas have 6 toes to grasp bamboo.

Pandas are the face of animal rights. -_\

@ Pandas rely on spatial memory, not visual memory.

Pandas are "lazy" — eating and sleeping make their day.
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APPENDIX - IDEOLOGY BEHIND THE CHINESE ZODIAC

HNEAT, BFHMARE

(wai yuan néi fang, junzi hé ér buténg)

Smooth on the surface, firm at heart; a noble person gets along [ " MARE, H5hEER

] / H Be h i ith outsid
with others, but does not necessarily agree with them. & harmonious with outside
MEEH, HREEN

Set principles within

@ The former Chinese Premier, Mr Zhou En-lai & 2% once shared his take on the Chinese Zodiac.

e Our Chinese ancestors were very wise. They arranged the twelve zodiac signs in pairs to express their hopes and wishes for the generation
that came after them.

e Rat and cow: The rat represents wisdom and the cow diligence. Wisdom and diligence must operate in harmony. If there is wisdom but no
diligence in applying it, it becomes valueless wit. On the other hand, if there is diligence but no wisdom, it’s an act of folly. That's why
wisdom and diligence must go hand in hand.

e Tiger and rabbit: The tiger represents courage and the rabbit caution. These two qualities must work closely together to have a better
chance to achieve success. Without carefulness, courage becomes recklessness. Similarly, without courage, carefulness becomes cowardice.
Therefore, when we demonstrate our restraint, please do not think that we do not have the courage to fight for social justice.

e Dragon and snake: They represent strength and flexibility. Strength without flexibility becomes brittle, like hard cast iron. Without
strength, flexibility becomes meaningless.

e Horse and goat: The horse represents the ability to gallop to success. The goat represents the ability to be considerate and have
compassion. If a person only looks after himself as he pursues his goal and with no consideration for others, he will face obstacles from the
people around him. However, if a person only looks after others and seek only to be amiable, he will not have a sense of direction. That's
why the spirit of the horse and virtues of the goat must be applied in harmony with each other.

e Monkey and chicken: The monkey represents agility whereas the chicken represents stability as it crows regularly on time. The qualities of
agility and stability must be tightly coupled together. If you are constantly changing goals and objectives, no matter how good the policy,
the benefits cannot be reaped. However, if you focused on having stability and refuse to change, you will not have a better future. When
these two qualities operate in synergy, it is one of the basic imperatives to achieve success.

e Dog and pig: The dog represents loyalty while the pig represents good nature. If a person is loyal but does not have a good nature, he
will be blindly following others. On the other hand, if he has a good nature but does not have loyalty, he will have no people and principles
to guide him. That's why whether its loyalty to a country, loyalty to a team, or loyalty to an ideal, you need to ensure that good nature is
working alongside with it. In that way, you can have a deep-seated sense of loyalty that comes from the heart. This is why the Chinese
believes that the outer core must be in alignment with the inner core (J'ER 7, & FHMAE).
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CLASSROOM EXERCISE B.2 - NEW YEAR RESOLUTION

® Working with the person next to you, ask about their new year resolution and
share with the class.

What is your new year resolution?

RN EREZ(TA? | BRE... BAE......

ni de xinnian yuanwang shi shénme wo xiwang wo xiang

e N

xuéxi yigeé xin de aihao

exercise more

EA T
duo yundong

HEREEOR shé-négifién
zuzhl qilai eat healthy T HfpR
zhong ca:p:ao IFAEHESE mai xinfang

chi dé jiankang
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