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Welcome to your Course

Tutor: David Ko
Email: david.ko@towerhamletslls.ac.uk
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LESSON A.1 - PART ]

GREETINGS (BASIC)
1a]{iz WENHOU
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WELCOME

MRIDEER) i, Welcome.
huanying lai dao shanghai (Lif%jcgﬂggbn% o

Shanghai)

{REFNS?

ni hao ma *

How are you?

;&, ﬂRﬂE? Fine, how about
you?

hao, ni ne

AF, 15!

hai hao, xiexie

Note: for two 3rd tones in a row, change the first one to 2nd tone
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HELLO...

{Raf!

ni hao *

IR9F!

nin hao

B FiF!

zaoshang hao

Note: for two 3rd tones in a row, change the first one to 2nd tone
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Hello!

(respectful)

Hey!
(only for phone call)

Good
morning!

(Lit. morning good)
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.AND GOODBYE

BAR I

mingtian jian

—= N

. 00N

y1 hui jian*

@
i

Zou

Q-
=

m

Note: for — (yi), change the tone to 2nd tone when preceding 4th tone.
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Goodbye!

(Lit. again see)

See
tom0|yow|

(Lit. tomorrow see)

See(ynqu

(Lit. onseeré)oment

Take care!
(Lit. slow walk)
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LESSON A.1 - PART 2

PINYIN
3 = PINYIN
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PINYIN “SPELL SOUND"

i ,
T ———

@ Pinyin is a romanized phonetic writing system for Mandarin based on the
national standard system of pronunciation.

e It was officially adopted by the Chinese government in 1958 to help speakers
of other dialects learn the standard pronunciation.

e Every Chinese character is made up of one-syllable sound. A Pinyin syllable has
3 components: an initial (usually consonant), a final (vowel) and a tone mark
that indicates the pitch contour. There are 21 initials, 35 finals and 4 tones.

Example: ji as pronunc:atlon for "chicken" __Tone

Initial Fmal
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USE PINYIN TO PRONOUNCE CHARACTERS

@ Many words in Chinese are made up of more than one sound.

® You tell where each sound ends and each new sound begins by using the initials
as markers.

Example: xiobngmao as pronunciation for "panda”

X xiéng

.

- = -
mao Bt

\

\ \
Initial for the 1st Initial for the 2nd
character "bear" character "cat"
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PINYIN TABLE

L —

g- chee wah
z- dzeh -ang ahng -ilang yahng -uan wahn

h- chir -ing eeng -u

-Uan ywan

-ong awng yewn
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LESSON A.1 - PART 3

TONES

ZYIN

Protected by Copyright © Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery




TONES

® Mandarin Chinese has 4 tones and a neutral tone.

® The tone you use when pronouncing each one-syllable word determines the meaning.

1st tone S [ . .
5.5 % high pitch, hold flat

5
Zndtone 3 / rising from low to high
3-5 ’
3rd tone . | o N

3 - -
2.1-4 2 J ow - dipping - rising
4th tone . .

; falls from high to low
5-1 ’
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TONES
Placing Tone Mark

® In general, a tone mark is placed above the first vowel.

‘ Example: bao, bao, bao, bao ‘

® Exception isi, u, or ii, where the tone mark is placed above the second vowel.

‘ Example: jiti, gui, yuan ‘

Neutral Tone

@ Neutral tone has no tone mark, and is unstressed.

® A neutral tone always follows a major-toned syllable and never comes at the
beginning of a phrase.

‘ Example: wémen as "we" (1

Tone Change: 3+3 — 2+3

e If a 3rd tone is followed by another 3rd tone, the first 3rd tone is pronounced as
a 2nd tone although the printed tone mark does not change:

‘ Example: ni hdao — ni hao as "hello” {iRIF
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ADVANCED - NO MORE SAYING “NI HAQ"

@ Myth: Chinese people say “ni hdo” in all occasions, just as one says "hello” to
each other.

e Reality: Chinese people only say “ni hao” when they meet a new person. When
they speak to a familiar person, they use other warmer greetings such as “have

you eaten?” "Iz 7% A" (chile méiydu).

Protected by Copyright © Made with @ by Wings of Dave Gallery



CLASSROOM EXERCISE A.1 - PINYIN

1. Can you guess the meaning(s) of each pinyin?

E BE2 EBEl BN

2. Can you guess how to pronounce “baby” in the correct tone?

baobao

E4E S
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