
CALENDAR 
日历 RÌLÌ

LESSON A.5
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LESSON A.4 REVISION
Construct words/phrases from the below characters:
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么 
me

电 
diàn

字 
zì

百 
bǎi

号 
hào

后 
hòu

手 
shǒu

万 
wàn    

什 
shén  

一 
yī   

数 
shù

码 
mǎ   

最 
 zuì 

话 
huà  第 

dì
机 
jī      



DAYS OF THE WEEK
In Chinese, simply add the number after "week" 
星期 to indicate the days of the week.  This is 
different from English which uses "day" as suffix. 

Sunday is a special day and has its own character.  
Add 日 "sun" (predictably) or 天"sky" after "week" 
to become Sunday.
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星期 
         

Week

xīngqí

Day Chinese Pinyin
Monday 星期一 xīngqíyī
Tuesday 星期二 xīngqí'èr
Wednesday 星期三 xīngqísān
Thursday 星期四 xīngqísì
Friday 星期五 xīngqíwǔ
Saturday 星期六 xīngqíliù
Sunday 星期日/星期天 xīngqírì / xīngqítiān
Weekend 周末 zhōumò
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How to say 2 
weeks?
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昨天       
Yesterday

zuótiān

Today EverydayTomorrow

今天       
jīntiān

明天      
míngtiān

每天       
měitiān

What day is it today?                                                今天是星期几？        
                                                                                         jīntiān shì xīngqí jǐ  
Today is Tuesday.                                                       今天是星期二。        
                                                                                         jīntiān shì xīngqí'èr

WHICH DAY?

哪一天？nǎ yītiān?
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On which day is the Chinese class be held?       哪一天上中文课？   
                                                                                          nǎ yītiān shàng zhōngwén kè 
Every Tuesday.                                                             每星期二。  
                                                                                          měi xīngqí'èr



MONTHS
Simply add the number before "month" 月 to 
indicate the months of the year.
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月 
         

Month

yuè

Month Chinese Pinyin
January 一月 yīyuè
February 二月 èryuè 
March 三月 sānyuè
April 四月 sìyuè 
May 五月 wǔyuè 
June 六月 liùyuè 
July 七月 qīyuè
August 八月 bāyuè 
September 九月 jiǔyuè 
October 十月 shíyuè 
November 十一月 shíyīyuè
December 十二月 shí'èryuè
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How to say 3 
months?



6

Protected by Copyright © 

上个星期       
Last week

shàng gè xīngqí

WHICH WEEK/MONTH?
哪个星期/月？nǎge xīngqí/yuè? 

这个星期       
This week

zhè gè xīngqí

下个星期       
Next week

xià gè xīngqí
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上个月       
Last month

shàng gè yuè

这个月       
This month

zhè gè yuè

下个月       
Next month

xià gè yuè

What date is Hallowen?                 万圣节是哪一天？              wànshèngjié shì nǎ yītiān 
The last day of this month.             这个月的最后一天。          zhège yuè de zuìhòu yītiān



WHAT DATE IS IT TODAY? 

In Chinese, the year goes first, then the month, then the day.  This follows a 
simple Chinese grammatical rule: from general to specific.  

A year is stated digit by digit, followed by the word 年.
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今天是几号？jīntiān shì jǐ hào?

年 
         

Year

nián
月 
         

Month

yuè
日 
         

Day 
(Written)

rì

Friday, 2nd March 2008 
二零零八年三月二日星期五 (also written as 2008年三月二日星期五) 

èrlínglíngbā nián sānyuè èrrì xīngqíwǔ
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号 
         hào

Day 
(Spoken)



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 8
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What is your date of 
birth?

My birthday is this 
Saturday 

 My 
date of birth is 9th August 

1993

你的生日是哪天？
nǐ de shēngrì shì nǎ tiān

我的生日是这个星期六。
wǒ de shēngrì shì zhège xīngqíliù

我的出生日期是1993年8月9号。
wǒ de chūshēng rìqí shì  

yījiǔjiǔsān nián bā yuè jiǔ hào

生日快乐   shēngrì kuàilè

你的出生日期是几号？
nǐ de chūshēng rìqí shì jǐ hào

When is your birthday? 
(Your birthday is which day?)
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A. In what year were you born?  
你在哪一年出生？ 
nǐ zài nǎ yī nián chūshēng      

B. I was born in...... 
我在___________年出生。 
wǒ zài ___________ nián chūshēng

CLASSROOM EXERCISE A.5 - BIRTHDAY
Work with the person next to you, ask and give your birthday: 
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A. When is your birthday?  
你的生日是哪天？ 
nǐ de shēngrì shì nǎ tiān      

B. My birthday is ...... 
我的生日是____________________。 
wǒ de shēngrì shì  _________________________ 

壽包         
longevity bun

shòu bāo

In lieu of birthday cake, 
Chinese people celebrate 
birthday by serving a peach-
shaped birthday bun known 
as the Longevity Peach.

Do you know?



ADVANCED - DESCRIBING WEEKS 10
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Week

周        
zhōu

Week

礼拜        
lǐbài

Three ways to describe week 

Apart from 星期, there are two other 
alternatives. 

周 zhōu, e.g. 周一, 周二, 周三 for Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday.  The only way to 
describe weekend is 周末 zhōumò. 

礼拜 lǐbài, e.g. 礼拜一, 礼拜二, 礼拜三 for 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  

星期         
Week

xīngqí

Made with       by Wings of Dave Gallery



ADVANCED - POSITION 11
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Upper and Lower 

These two Chinese characters are 
almost reverse of each other.   
Just imagine the horizontal line as a 
table surface 

Middle or Centre 

This character is easy to remember. 
Just imagine to cut through a cake 
in the middle, or draw a dividing 
line on a football field

Upper

上
shàng

Lower

下        
xià

Middle

中
zhōng
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哪一天，哪一星期，哪个月，哪一年？ 
nǎ yītiān, nǎ yī xīngqí, nǎge yuè, nǎ yī nián

Three days 
ago

The day 
before 

yesterday

Yesterday Today Tomorrow
The day after 

tomorrow
Three days 
from today

大前天 前天 昨天 今天 明天 后天 大后天

dàqiántiān qiántiān zuótiān jīntiān míngtiān hòutiān  dàhòutiān

Made with       by Wings of Dave Gallery

ADVANCED - WHICH DAY, WEEK, MONTH, YEAR?

Last year This year Next year

去年 今年 明年
qùnián jīnnián  míngnián

Last week/
month

This week/
month

Next week/ 
month

上个星期/月 这个星期/月 下个星期/月
shàng gè 

xīngqí/yuè
zhège 

xīngqí/yuè
 xià gè 

xīngqí/yuè



CULTURE - SOLAR CALENDAR VS LUNAR CALENDAR

Like much of the world, China uses the solar calendar 阳历 
(yánglì), based on the earth's rotation around the sun in 365 days. 

But the dates of traditional Chinese holidays are determined by 
the lunar calendar 阴历 (yīnlì), based on the moon's rotation 
around the earth in 29 or 30 days with 12 months a year, for a 
total of 354 days.  This is also commonly known as 农历 (nónglì) 
which literally means farmer's calendar. 

Chinese solar calendars usually have the lunar calendar 
information in small print. The elder generation religiously follow 
lunar calendar to celebrate birthday, wedding and special 
occasions.  Sadly this is less a practice for the younger generation.
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CLASSROOM GAME: 宾果游戏 BĪN GUǑ YÓUXÌ
Your tutor will assign each a random table and call out each word by random. 
All players check if that word appears on their card. If it is, mark it with a cross. When a player 
has 5 marked words in a row, column, or diagonal, he or she calls out 宾果 (bīn guǒ).

星期

星期

星期

星期

星期

星期

星期

星期

每天

每天

每天

每天

每天

每天

每天

每天

明天

明天

明天

明天

明天

明天

明天

明天

明天


